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Abstract

This study explores the furniture industry
in South Korea from the 1960s to the 70s,
specifically focusing on the furniture-
making activities of interior architects.

The main objective of the research is to
consider the furniture business activities
of interior architects as part of Korean
furniture design history. When it comes to
Korean design history, interior and furniture
are underrepresented areas, mainly due to
lack of primary sources. Investigation of
basic information, such as biographical and
chronological data, is, therefore, urgently
needed. Furthermore, creating oral records
with the corresponding figures in their old
age is critical. This paper introduces an oral
history project in which Chang Choongsub,
the founder of Elegance Interiors, shares
the history of exchange between Elegance
Interiors and American furniture company
Knoll Inc. In South Korean history, the

60s and 70s saw economic growth based
on the importation of raw materials and
the introduction of technologies from
abroad. Compared to this general historical
understanding, Chang led professional
exchanges with Knoll, deviating from

the linear introduction of overseas
furniture. How Chang advanced furniture
manufacturing techniques for Knoll, such
as with regards to Mies van der Rohe’s
Barcelona chair and Marcel Breuer’s Cesca
chair, will be discussed.

Keywords
Korean design history, furniture, interior

designenr, oral history, Korean furniture
industry in the 1960s-70s
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