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Abstract

Recently, the brand design and storytelling of
K-pop artists have diversified as unique symbolic
signs consumed by fans, who are referred to as
“fandom.” They serve not only as cultural symbols
with inherent value but also as communication
tools and strategies for creating new communities.
The brand strategies of K-pop artists have formed
distinct identities for their fan clubs, offering a
sense of belonging and differentiating them from
other fandoms. This phenomenon reflects the
material and symbolic shifts that occur with the
changing times. Fandom, driven by consumers
and fans, emerges as a new agent that actively
produces social and cultural experiences and
drives the transformation of values. In other words,
K-pop culture has become a form of branding
that is not only shaped by producers but actively
re-created and reproduced by the participatory
engagement of consumers. This study examines
the characteristics of symbolic signs in fan clubs
from the 1st to 4th generations of idol groups

and analyzes how the fan club culture of the
current 4th generation, which possesses global
competitiveness, is unfolding. To distinguish

the changing trends over time, representative
domestic idol groups were classified into the 1st
to 4th generations based on their activity periods
and media changes. Korean fan club culture has
undergone significant changes according to the
mass media and socio-cultural trends, particularly
with the emergence of social networking

services (SNS), which led to the formalization

of marketing strategies. The trend of branding

idol groups themselves along with the fan clubs
through systematic brand strategies and asset
building is a prominent feature of 4th generation
groups. This research aims to analyze the flow of
symbolic signs in domestic K-pop idol fan clubs
and the characteristic cultural consumption
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patterns emerging in the 4th generation fan clubs,
contributing to the idol brand communication

2T O}O|EIE|E|, AFRIZ|S, 7|0| & Of0|= strategies in the entertainment industry.
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Fandom Culture, Brand Identity, Symbols, K-pop,
Idol
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