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Abstract

While the National Design Museum is
scheduled to open in 2026, discussions
about the archive, a prerequisite for the
establishment of the museum, are sluggish.
The establishment of an archive is essential
for the establishment and operation of

a museum, and is an important part of
determining the success or failure of a
museum. It is common for our museums to
build buildings first and then benchmark
and operate famous overseas museums.
Currently, it is difficult to introduce the
Cooper Hewitt Design Museum in the US

or the London Design Museum in the UK as
our role models. If we look at the archives
separately, the archive model operated by
the University of Brighton in the UK is a very
good example. In order to build an archive,
the design history must be organized in
advance, but the origin of modern Korean
design is still unclear, and most of the
originals have been lost. Another issue is
whether the archive of the design museum
should have the same storage and exhibition
form as other art museums. In light of the
online exhibitions that have been activated
recently through the pandemic, digital data
has played a more important role than the
traditional collection of originals. Also, given
the case of Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen,
a museum without exhibitions established in
the Netherlands, there is no reason to insist
on a traditional underground storage. The
archive of the Design Museum needs to have
the form of a networked digital storage or
an archive as an IP platform rather than the
traditional storage and recording method.
Of course, the original is not superfluous,
but in the future museum format, the roles
of storage and archive need to change.

In addition, it would be desirable for the
exhibition to be organized around a theme
and to preoccupy the global agenda.
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