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Introduction

The emergence of Ttakjibon novels
in Korea in the 1910s marked the
beginning of modern publishing in
the country. An interesting feature of
Ttakjibon novels is their pioneering
use of book covers in the publishing
industry. The cover designs of

these novels serve as visual
representations of the lifestyle and
popular trends of the time and act as
a guide for readers.

This study aims to examine
the cover design trends of Ttakjibon
novels from the 1910s to the 1930s
and explore how these designs
influenced readers. The research
references previous studies
such as Kim Suhyun and Jeong
Changhyeon's “Social History of
Imperial Oppression and Resistance”
(2011), Oh Youngsik and Yoo
Chundong's “Old Modern Times,
Ttakjibon's Book lllustration” (2018),
Yoo Chundong and Eom Taewoong's
“Yukjeon Novel in the Newspaper”
(2018), Seo Yuri's “A Study on the
cover design of Ttakjibon novels”
(2009), Jo Hyunshin's “Visuality of
Ttakjibon New Novels: Focusing on
the cover design of Ttakjibon New
Novels in the 1920s" (2018), and Choi
Taehwa's “Comparison of covers and
illustrations of Gesaku and Korean
popular novels” (2018).

The study utilizes literature
research and case analysis as its
research methods. It focuses on
examining the significance of Ttakjibon
cover designs in each era, analyzing
how Ttakjibon was depicted as an
image for the public, understanding
the characteristics of the public
during that period, exploring changes
in visual expression methods, and
uncovering the connection between
the cover design of Ttakjibon novels
and the readership.
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