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Introduction

The seal serves as a punctuation
mark revealing the significant
meaning of decision, completion, and
conclusion of all matters. Despite its
small appearance, it holds implicit
weight. More than just a tool, the seal
is an important entity that symbolizes
the spirit and life of a person. The
Korean sea allows for a glimpse
of original formative aesthetics
and sensuous balance with its
overwhelmingly small number of
strokes that cannot be in the Chinese
seal. | am fascinated by the unique
typography and formative sense of
the Korean seal, created by carving
it into stone, and have decided to
explore it further. We can find the
uniqueness in the seal of calligrapher
Kim Gwangeop (Unyeo, 1906-1976).
In his Korean seals, one can sense
his pursuit and experimentation with
various changes according to the
flow of transitional times.

In light of the significant
trends of the times, | carefully
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selected the research period. |
chose to focus on the period from
the 1950s to the 1970s, as it was a
time when significant efforts were
made to understand the unique
characteristics of the Korean seal.
In 1914, the Japanese government
introduced the ‘Seal Certification
Rules’, which mandated the use of
seals to regulate economic activities.
Following independence, the Seal
Registration Act was enacted in 1961.
The 1970s saw an increase in the use
of Hangeul seals due to the launch of
an Exclusive Policy for Hangul Use.
Moreover, a cultural shift occurred
in 1974 with the opening of Seoul
Subway Line 1. From the impact of
the Japanese colonial period to rapid
changes across various domains, the
Korean seal underwent numerous
transformations during the period
spanning from the 1950s to the
1970s.

Between the 1950s and 1970s,
Kim Gwangeop, a well-known
doctor, created four exceptional
seals. Despite his background in
medicine, he dedicated his life to
calligraphy and seals, which played
a crucial role in connecting the
modern and contemporary periods
during a transitional phase for Korean
seals. However, it's challenging to
determine the exact production
period and name of the seals
because they were often stamped on
other works to showcase their value.
To address this issue, my research
is based on the year the seal was
stamped, with consideration given
to the likelihood of future use.
Additionally, to aid understanding,
names were randomly assigned
using the letters engraved on the
seal, with numbers used for duplicate
names.

The research incorporated
literary materials, audio-visual

[mER)

QI5E

AH(1950ALH),
fe(19601LH),

0§ 1(1970=cH),

04 2(1970'AcH)

*: Youtube A0 23}

£ 5H2 O @A

Ho Mo oH

m

i

resources, and a visit to the National
Hangeul Museum, embracing
diverse media and methodologies.
Recognizing that engraving letters
entail a distinct perspective

and process from writing, we
commenced by scrutinizing the seal
production process and relevant
technical terminology. Subsequently,
we devised a visual analysis criterion
and examined Kim Gwangup's seal.
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