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Introduction

From my childhood, a snack

deeply entrenched in my memory

is Ppongtwigi. It is a sort of fried

rice snack. | don't remember the

day | first had it, but | had it almost
every day and have loved it for

a long time. Among the various
types of Ppongtwigi, each member
of my family preferred a different
style. My father especially liked the
Corn style. The Ppongtwigi pop-up
truck dropped by every Thursday.

| could buy a bunch of Ppongtwigi
with only about 1,000 won and a
little more, and it was enough to
share with my family. The taste

was great, so everyone was able

to enjoy it. But one day, the pop-

up truck disappeared, and this
remained vividly in my memories.
These days, you can often see corn
and macaroni-style Poongtwigi in
chicken restaurants. | prefer the
macaroni style because it is smaller
than the corn style, making it feel
special. When | was young, | thought
macaroni style was way more special
because we have it only at chicken
restaurants. However, it wasn't. |
realized that the large bags filled with
macaroni style that | occasionally
see at pop-up trucks or stalls were
not that special. Why do | often think
of macaroni style, which is not that
expensive and doesn't taste special?
And why are childhood memories
not easily forgotten? Since when has
the Ppongtwigi been with us? Why
did | think that macaroni and corn
were all the same? What meaning
do snacks familiar to everyone have
to people as times change? Rather
than disappearing, the old snack has
become more diverse in its types
and ways of eating, and why is it
favored as a vegan and diet food
overseas? Through this study, which
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examines the historical background
of Ppongtwigi and explores its impact
on Korean society and culture, |

aim to shed light on the meaning of
Ppongtwigi as a cultural element of
Korean life and as one of K-foods.
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