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Abstract

In this paper, I examine the
establishment of modern Japanese zuan
education, its methods and content.

Zuan (|E%), the concept of design and
production methods established in

Japan, was imported to Korea during the
Japanese colonial era (1910-45). Since

the first generation of Korean design
professors studied abroad in Japan,
understanding zuan education has helped
us clarify the origins of the work methods
and educational ideologies of the first
generation of Korean designers. In Meiji
Japan, both the process of translating
terms related to art and design and the
process of establishing zuan as a national
guidance were closely related to overseas
exports. In the 1890s, design education
was conducted at various art schools,

and by the 1900s the system was fully
developed. Zuan was focused on copying
traditional patterns and craftsmanship to
satisfy Europeans' exotic tastes. However,
as Japonism declined and the Art Nouveau
style became popular with the Paris
World's Fair in 1900, zuan education began
to change. The European conventional
method of making patterns by simplifying
and transforming drawings from nature
was introduced in Japan as benka (fE{t),
and soon became the basis of design
education. At the same time, Japanese
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designers constantly pursued their identity

in response to Western perspectives,

and found the source of their ideas in the
classics: Rimpa of the Edo period, as well
as ancient art of other Asian countries
such as China and India. The tendency
to find identity in classics and production
techniques using benka was also shared
and reflected in the university education
of the first generation of Korean designers
who received design education at art
schools in Japan.

Keywords

zuan (do-an), Design Education,
Conventional Methods in Design (benka,
pyon-hwa), Japanese Orientalism, Korean
Design
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