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Abstract

Today, cleaning has become an essential aspect of households, impacting both
health and the environment. Currently, high-end cordless vacuum cleaners are
gaining significant attention in the market due to their perceived convenience
and effectiveness in cleaning. Recognizing this trend, this study examines the
evolution of vacuum cleaner marketing and design in South Koreaq, tracing
lifestyle trends from the 1970s to the 2010s. This study analyzes printed
advertisements from magazines and television commercials featuring vacuum
cleaners from the 1970s to the 1990s. Since the introduction of vacuum cleaners
to the Korean market in the 1970s, home appliance brands have pursued
marketing strategies that reflect changing lifestyles. Until the early 2000s,
vacuum cleaners were large and inconvenient to use, resulting in a low adoption
rate. However, the development of steam cleaners increased household interest
in vacuum cleaners. Despite the introduction of vacuum cleaners, Korean
households continued to prefer mopping. Steam cleaners modernized this
preference by offering a more efficient cleaning solution. The convenience and
lightweight nature of steam cleaners influenced other home appliance brands
to develop cordless vacuum cleaners, leading to the popularization of cordless
and robotic vacuum cleaners in the 2010s. Marketing strategies and vacuum
cleaner designs have evolved in distinct ways over the years. Until the 1990s,
advertisements often depicted mothers and housewives using vacuum cleaners,



with husbands presenting them as gifts to their wives. However, in the 2000s,
male models started appearing in advertisements, reflecting the increasing
number of dual-income households and the growing perception that men
contributing to housework was a family-oriented trait. By the 2010s, cleaning
became recognized as a shared household responsibility, and vacuum cleaners
came to symbolize health and environmental consciousness in the home.
Ultimately, this study highlights how shifts in lifestyle and social awareness have
influenced marketing strategies and how vacuum cleaner designs have evolved
accordingly over time.
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