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Abstract

Two exhibitions at the National Museum
of Modern and Contemporary Art,

South Korea (MMCA, Gwacheon)

in 2020 and 2022, “Olympic Effect:
Korean Architecture and Design 8090”
(December 17, 2020 - April 11, 2021)
and “Modern Design: The Art of Life,
Industry, and Diplomacy” (November
23-26, 2023) are based on archives,
which are designed to view the landscape
of Korean design, visual, and material
culture from various angles, from
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the 1980s to the 1990s, and from the

late 1930s to the 1960s, respectively.
Curating an exhibition in a specific field
in an Art Museum is challenging in that
it triggers discussions to acquire value as
a genre of art and at the same time asks
whether the institutional space of the
museum can break away from the past
discipline and seek a new chapter. This
article looks back on the case of archival-
based design exhibitions as a medium for
design, design collections and archives,
and design history research within the
system of an Art Museum. In addition,

I would like to share various issues
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and methodologies in the process of
discovering, collecting, and researching
specific and material records of archives,
focusing on the “Modern Design”
exhibition, and to examine the role

and possibilities of the exhibition as an
archive practice that triggers research on
design history from various perspectives.
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