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Abstract

The ISBN is a crucial element for efficient
management and distribution of books
in commercial publishing. However, why
is an ISBN a mandatory requirement for
the “Beautiful Book” contest? Even when
considering the efficiency of the contest
system and its process, this question
remains. Does the absence of an ISBN
mean a book cannot be considered
beautiful in Korea? What significance
does a book hold outside the realm of
the book production and distribution
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ecosystem? This project of archiving
ISBNs and barcodes raises questions
about the ISBN numerical system and the
publishing ecosystem encapsulated in the
vertical lines of the barcode. Through the
process of collecting and archiving ISBNs
and barcodes, this project questions the
contradictions within the publishing
ecosystem, beyond the formality of the
ISBN and its series of information. It
delves into the ultimate questions about
independent publishing—what does it
truly mean to be independent, and where
does this genuine autonomy stem from?
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