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Abstract

Founded in November 1984,
Saemikipunmul magazine was one of
Korea's leading cultural magazines. The
publisher was renowned Han Changki,
and its staff, editors Kim Hyungyoon and
Seol Hojung, art director Lee Sangcheol
and photographer Kang Woonku, were
some of the founding members. As
the main topics were women and the
home, the magazine covered mostly
issues related to women’s problems and
status in Korean society in the 1980s.
The magazine is also highly celebrated
for its modernist-oriented editorial
design. Thus, it is often mentioned
as one of the leading Korean graphic
design publications of the 1980s. Its
cover is especially acclaimed for its
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representation of women as independent
figures.

Beyond the analysis of magazine
design, I found several interesting
points by reading various articles
in the magazine. One of them was
hundreds of critical articles about the
status of women. The other thing that
intrigued me was each cover caption that
accompanied the cover photography. In
each cover caption, stories of Korean
women in their 20s and 30s living in
the 1980s were delivered concisely and
poignantly. This paper examines the
feminist implications of the magazine’s
cover photography through the link
between cover photography and their
captions.

In order to interpret the cover
photography, it was necessary to look
deeper into various texts on the status of
women in the 1980s. Along with articles
related to women in Saemikipunmul,
women’s reading culture and the
women’s movement in Korea throughout
the 1980s were reviewed. As a result,
there were two common evaluations of
the cover photography of Saemikipunmul.
One viewpoint, which is already widely
shared, is its representation of women
as independent figures. The other
possible evaluation was that the cover
photography was another reproduction
of a patriarchal opinion that subjugated
a woman’s status to a “marriage—
housewife—childcare” system. Although
the latter might sound fresh against the
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existing evaluation of the “independent
female image,” the cover photo was a
very complicated sign that did not bend
to a single interpretation. Rather, the
paper had to bring up another question
as a conclusion. Considering the women’s
movement and the reading culture of
women in the 1980s, one might question
whether the cover photography of
Saemikipunmul, despite its limitations

in cultural terms, might have been its
highest level of visualization that could
have been achieved at the time.

Key Words
Saemikipunmul, Women’s Magazine,

Magazine Design, Magazine Cover, The
1980s
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