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Abstract

This study reviewed the situations of
the times surrounding the publication of
the magazine Form as well as its editorial
system, content, and design to examine
the characteristics and activities of the
magazine. It also shed light on which
issues Form paid attention to regarding
Korean design at the beginning of the
1980s, and what its significance was.

For the study, researchers obtained all the
original versions of 11 volumes (excluding
Formno. 4 and no. 7) for analysis. In
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addition, oral data was obtained through
an in-depth interview with the magazine’s
editor from the time, Lee Daceil (now an
honorary professor at Myongji University).
The results were then compared with
relevant literature materials such as books
and theses on Korean design history of the
1970s and 1980s.

In terms of content, Form asked
fundamental questions about design,
offering readers a variety of opportunities
to acquire and explore design concepts. In
the 1980s, the magazine dealt with issues
by serially translating Western writings
and materials, and introduced design
scenes from the time in various ways,
trying to reflect upon the reality of design
in Korea. It also dealt with criticism at the
same time.

In terms of magazine design, Form
avoided applying very decorative, different
editorial designs to different articles or
issues of the magazine. Instead, they
faithfully followed a certain grid system to
deliver designers’ philosophy, ideas, works,
and remarks to readers without distortion.
It used the original slide films from foreign
creators and dealt with clear, high-quality
color illustrations.

The design magazine Form published a total

of 13 issues from 1980 to 1982, introduced
many foreign design works and theories
as well as the situations of the design
community in the 1970s and 1980s, raised
issues surrounding them, and presented
discussions and criticism about them.
Most of all, the magazine pursued the
fundamental question of what design is.
The value of this study lies in
discovering that the lively self-reflective
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discussions surrounding design were
conducted in the early 1980s, when the
issues of design and discourse were forced
to take a back seat to industrialization

and economic revival. In addition, the
study is significant in that it excavated and
recorded microscopic events from the past,
providing the basis to figure out design
scenes from a time in the overall historical
flow. The researchers hope that this study
will contribute to the data collection of
numerous design materials that have been
forgotten over time, but have existed as a
chapter in the history of Korean design.

Keywords
Form, Lee Daeil, Design Magazine,

1970s, 1980s, Korean Design, Design
Discourse, Magazine Design
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