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Abstract

This study mainly studied
Biantimeishuzi (variant art typefaces)
among Xiandaimeishuzi (modern art
typefaces) from around the 1920s, which
contributed to today’s Chinese type
design, and revealed how Xiandaimeishuzi
influenced today’s Chinese type design by
analyzing its font structure and form.
Chinese characters are an essential
part of Chinese history and culture.
Xiandaimeishuzi was a new design
experiment on Chinese characters. It was
created by designers who were inspired by
the influx of modern design from countries
such as Japan and France as well as design
publications from the West and Japan in
the spirit of China’s cultural revival under
the China New Culture Movement (1915—
1923) and the May Fourth Movement.
Those Chinese citizens who studied
abroad pursued designs that reflected the
“decorative arts” they experienced, while
designers who worked in mainland China
pursued designs reinterpreting traditions.
Furthermore, active design education
through the establishment of various
art schools contributed to the boom of
Xiandaimeishuzi in the 1930s. Refined
in this process, Xiandaimeishuzi created
a cultural identity and a new cultural
tradition with flexible inclusiveness.

Xiandaimeishuzi was a pioneering model
of type design that formatively interpreted
Chinese characters, and it had a significant
influence on today’s lettering and digital
typefaces. Most of all, it is very valuable
in that it took a formative approach to
“draw and design” characters, breaking
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away from the traditional calligraphy

of Chinese characters, which provided
rigorous methods and principles of writing
characters. The formative characteristics
of Xiandaimeishuzi provided aesthetic
standards for letter forms: First, in terms
of the character-forming structure, there is
the upper and bottom structure character,
in which a letter form is commonly treated
with a large bottom area and a small upper
area; the left and right structure, with a
small left area and a large right area; and
the surrounding structure with a smaller
surrounding area than the enclosed area
when the strokes have relatively similar
thickness in a square frame letter form.

In addition, there are three structures
(separated, intersecting, and meeting
structures) of single characters that

have overlapping areas, except for some
separated strokes; and finally, there is the
intersecting structure that is similar to an
optical correction method for the English
letter X.

When the analysis of the above
characteristics is compared with today’s
leading mixed typeface, which is called
Cuheisong (k1. B%)—and was designed
with Heiti font’s thick and geometric
strokes and Songti font’s serifs—there

was a striking similarity in terms of the
proportion in the character-forming
structure and the shape of serifs in strokes.
Furthermore, we found that Cuheisong

is very similar to Biantimeishuzi through
the serif at the right end of the horizontal
stroke, the serif at the corner connecting
the horizontal and vertical strokes, and the
bellmouth at the end of the stroke.
Xiandaimeishuzi served as a bridge
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between calligraphy and type design,
providing an important turning point

in changing people’s awareness

about traditional Chinese characters.
Xiandaimeishuzi is also very valuable in
that the characteristics of mixed typefaces
found in many of today’s typefaces were
first applied in Xiandaimeishuzi, making
use of the creative idea of combining the
characteristics of different typefaces into
one.

Keywords
Chinese Design History, Chinese

Type Design, XIANDAIMEISHUZI,
BIANTIMEISHUZI
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