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Abstract

A study of design history is required
in two dimensions: the external need
for social recognition as a specialized
field and the internal need for a sense of
history to understand design behaviors
and practices over the years. A study of
history is oriented toward objectivity
based on facts, but in truth there is no
absolute objectivity in historical research.
After all, a study of history cannot avoid
some subjectivity, and contrary to the
expectations of experts in modern history
studies, the truth is located somewhere
between the facts and fiction, and not
necessarily science alone. The function
of history can be seen largely through
the lens of justification and reflection,
and a study of Korean design history is
no different. What is important in the
study of Korean design history is the
establishment of a relationship with
world design history. To be specific, it is a
relationship with Western design history,
which seemingly represents the design
history of the world. Korea and the West’s
design history are different, but they
should not be seen as mutually exclusive
or confrontational. The two are neither
the same nor completely separate. Instead,
the perception surrounding Korean design
history becomes more pronounced within
a relationship that correctly relativizes
Western design history. Furthermore,
the study of Korean design history refers
to the full-fledged emergence of Korean
design discourse, creating an opportunity
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for Korean design to move forward with
two different driving forces: discourses
and practices.

Key Words
Justification, Reflection, History

of Western Design, History of Korean
Design, Design Discourse
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